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Listeners learn pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar of a new language without the need of a

textbook. Convenient to use while driving, working out... or anywhere! Includes zippered CD wallet

carrying case.
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Your Spanish, that is!I started learning Spanish about 8 1/2 weeks ago using another set of CDs

and a book as well as this set, but I have gradually switched over to using this set of CDs alone and

am currently working on the 8th of the 9 CDs.This set works for me, because:1) It is great for

developing your accent. Constant repetition developes the right muscles in your mouth, tongue and

lips for speaking Spanish. At first I really struggled with certain sounds, but by striving to mimic the

speaker, I have really come a long way. Pronouncing words and phrases correctly and fluently is

incredibly important if you want to speak decent Spanish, and this is one of the biggest strengths of

this course. You start off just trying to get each word right, then getting whole phrases and

sentences exactly as spoken, with all the accents in the right place, 'r's trilled, and vowels elided as

required.2) Constant repetition of the pattern sentences helps to reprogram your brain in Spanish

without any real effort on your part. Sometimes I will drive for long distances repeating every phrase

3 times while my brain is elsewhere, but find that later in the day those same phrases are running

through my brain and that I am wanting to speak to English speakers in Spanish, which shows that



the program is definitely doing its job.3) I find myself making up original Spanish sentences in my

head, based on the pattern sentences.All these changes have occurred in the last few weeks,

without any effort on my part and without me devoting any special time to the projects, except time

when driving, walking, or lying in bed with a Walkman type CD player. Now I am over the worst

bumps in starting to learn Spanish.

This series is formatted differently from other beginning language courses, such as those from

Living Language and Berlitz. It's not a series of phrases designed for the traveler, but a more

complete course for people who have aspirations of fluency. Hence, I'd recommend this course to

anyone who was serious about learning the Spanish language, but not to the occasional traveler.

Plan on spending several months going over the material.The early part of the course involves a

considerable amount of basic vocabulary. Sentences and phrases come later. Once they do, they

build upon each other quickly, so you'll be glad you learned the vocabulary. The advantage of this

approach is that when the sentences come, you have a better chance of understanding and

remembering them. The downside is that you really have to force yourself thru the early part of the

course without any sense that you're getting anywhere.The material is perfectly suited to anyone

with a long commute. What's needed is about 45 minutes per day of uninterrupted listening -- over

and over and over and over. You don't even need to listen that hard. It's more like singing along with

the radio. Just the constant repetition, with you repeating the words and phrases, is enough to

implant the material in your brain. After a while, you'll know the language and not know how you

know it.One great advantage of the presentation over other similar courses is that there is a slight

pause between the English speaker and the Spanish translation. This pause allows you to say the

Spanish word or phrase before the Spanish speaker, if you know it. This seemingly insignificant

detail is actually critical for learning.
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